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DETAILED ACTION 



Status of Claims 



1. 



Claims 1-30 have been examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



2. 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 



3. Claims 1-1 1 and 25-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

a. Claims 1 and 25 are directed to a system that does not have a tangible 
means. The Examiner respectfully suggests (and assuming Applicants' original 
specification supports such an amendment) adding into the body of the claim a 
computer or other structure. 

b. Claims 2-1 1 and 26-28 are also rejected as each depends from either 
claim 1 or claim 25. 



4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
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5. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

a. In claims 1 the limitation "publicly available" in the claim does not change 
the structure of the systems of claim 1 and 25, nor does it effect the method of 
claim 12. Therefore the scope of claim 1,12, and 25 is unclear to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art (In re Zletz, 13 USPQ2d 1320 (Fed. Cir. 1989)). Claims 3- 
5, 7, 10, 16, 18, 19, 21, and 23 are also rejected as each recites similar 
language. 

b. Claim 2-1 1 , 13-24 and 26-30 are also rejected as each depends from 
either claim 1, 2, 5, 12, 16, 19, 23 or 25. 

c. In claim 5, the limitation "the directory is adapted to make deposits" in line 
1 is indefinite because a person of ordinary skill in the art would not know how a 
"directory" can make a deposit. 

d. In claim 6, the limitation "the directory is adapted to withdraw funds" in line 
1 is indefinite because a person of ordinary skill in the art would not know how a 
"directory" can withdraw funds. 

e. In claim 16, the limitation "the directory is adapted to withdraw funds" in 
line 1 is indefinite because a person of ordinary skill in the art would not know 
how a "directory" can withdraw funds. 
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f. In claim 17, the limitation "the directory makes deposits" in line 1 is 
indefinite because a person of ordinary skill in the art would not know how a 
"directory" can make a deposit. 

g. In claim 26, the limitation "the root directory is adapted to make deposits" 
in line 1 is indefinite because a person of ordinary skill in the art would not know 
how a "directory" can make a deposit. 

h. In claim 27, the limitation "the directory is adapted to withdraw funds" in 
line 1 is indefinite because a person of ordinary skill in the art would not know 
how a "directory" can withdraw funds. 

2. Claim 27 recites the limitation "the directory" in line 1 of the claim. Claim 26 
defines the "root directory" for the system of claim 25. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation. Examiner notes that "the directory" is intended for "the root 
directory." 

3. Claim 29 recites the limitation "the accounts" in line 1 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation of claim. Because the letter "s" of "the 
accounts" yet none is found in claim 1 . The Examiner respectfully recommends 
changing "accounts" to "account." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claiml is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Thomas et al. 
(U.S. 6,173,272). 

6. With respect to claim 1 , Thomas et al. teaches a system for conducting financial 
transactions, comprising: an account residing at a financial institution; and a unique 
identifier linked to an account holder, the unique identifier being publicly available; 
wherein the account receives deposits using the unique identifier (Abstract, Col. 5, lines 
15-30.) 

7. With respect to claim 2, Thomas et al. teaches the system of claim 1 , further 
comprising at least one directory for associating the account holder with the unique 
identifier (Col. 4, lines 37-42, Col 8, lines 24-30, Col 10, lines 4-12.) 

8. With respect to claim 3, Thomas et al. teaches the system of claim 2, wherein 
the directory functions as a root directory for synchronizing content with other directories 
containing a plurality of unique identifiers associated with a plurality of accounts residing 
at a plurality of financial institutions (Col. 5, lines 15-34, Col 10, lines 12-24.) 

9. With respect to claim 4, Thomas et al. teaches the system of claim 2, wherein 
the directory associates the account holder with the financial institution (Col. 4, lines 43- 
48, Col 8, lines 23-34.) 

1 0. With respect to claim 5, Thomas et al. teaches the system of claim 2, wherein 
the directory is adapted to make deposits directly to the account (Col. 10, lines 12-24.) 
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1 1 . With respect to claim 6, Thomas et al. teaches the system of claim 5, wherein 
the directory is adapted to withdraw funds from a depositor's account and deposit the 
funds directly into the account (Col 5, lines 15-34, Col 10, lines 12-24.) 

12. With respect to claim 8, Thomas et al. teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein 
the account is linked to a standard financial account (Col. 5, lines 15-30.) 

1 3. With respect to claim 9, Thomas et al. teaches the system of claim 8, wherein 
funds are transferred automatically from the account to the standard financial account 
(Col. 5, lines 45-55. ) 

14. With respect to claim 1 1 , Thomas et al. teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein 
funds are deposited into the account from a merchant or service provider that accepts 
payment with a credit card (Col. 6, lines 26-35.) 

1 5. With respect to claim 12, Thomas et al. teaches a method of conducting a 
financial transaction, comprising the steps of: providing a payer with a unique identifier 
that is publicly available; directing the payer to an account residing at a financial 
institution, the account being associated with the unique identifier; and depositing funds 
into the account using the unique identifier (Col. 5, lines 35-56.) 

16. With respect to claim 1 3, Thomas et al. teaches the method of claim 1 2, further 
comprising the step of directing the payer to the financial institution where the account 
resides (Col. 5., lines 58-67.) 

1 7. With respect to claim 1 4, Thomas et al. teaches the method of claim 1 2, further 
comprising the step of providing a real-time confirmation of the financial transaction 
(Col. 10, lines 52-57.) 
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18. With respect to claim 1 5, Thomas et al. teaches the method of claim 1 2, further 
comprising the step of providing a directory for directing the payer to at least one of the 
account and the financial institution (Col. 4, lines 5-15.) 

1 9. With respect to claim 16, Thomas et al. teaches the method of claim 1 5, wherein 
the directory is adapted to withdraw funds from a payer's account (Col 5, lines 15-34, 
Col 10, lines 12-24.) 

20. With respect to claim 17, Thomas et al. teaches the method of claim 16, wherein 
the directory makes deposits directly from the payer's account to the account (Col. 10, 
lines 12-24.) 

21 . With respect to claim 19, Thomas et al. teaches the method of claim 12, wherein 
the account is linked to a standard financial account (Col. 5, lines 35-55.) 

22. With respect to claim 20, Thomas et al. teaches the method of claim 19, wherein 
the funds are transferred automatically to the standard financial account (Col. 5, lines 
45-55.) 

23. With respect to claim 22, Thomas et al. teaches the method of claim 12, wherein 
funds are deposited into the account from a merchant or service provider that accepts 
payment with a credit card (Col. 7, lines 66-67, Col. 8, lines 1-4.) 

24. With respect to claim 23, Thomas et al. teaches the method of claim 12, wherein 
the account is linked to more than one standard financial account (Col. 5, lines 35-55.) 

25. With respect to claim 24, Thomas et al. teaches the method of claim 23, further 
comprising the step of providing real-time confirmation of a financial transaction to 
more than one standard financial account (Col. 10, lines 52-57.) 
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26. With respect to claim 25, Thomas et al. teaches a system for conducting 
financial transactions, comprising: a plurality of accounts residing at a plurality of 
financial institutions, each of the accounts having a unique identifier linking an account 
holder with the account, the unique identifiers being publicly available; a plurality of 
directories providing the unique identifier for an account holder; and a root directory for 
synchronizing information contained in the plurality of directories (Col. 5, lines 15-34.) 

27. With respect to claim 26, Thomas et al. teaches the system of claim 25, wherein 
the root directory is adapted to make deposits into the plurality of accounts (Col. 10, 
lines 12-24, Col. 16, lines46-54.) 

28. With respect to claim 27, Thomas et al. teaches the system of claim 26, wherein 
the directory is adapted to withdraw funds from a depositor's account and deposit the 
funds directly into the plurality of accounts (Col 5, lines 15-34, Col 10, lines 12-24.) 

29. With respect to claim 28, Thomas et al. teaches the system of claim 25, wherein 
the accounts are deposit-only accounts (Col. 10, lines 12-24.) 

30. With respect to claim 29, Thomas et al. teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein 
the accounts are deposit-only accounts (Col. 10, lines 12-24.) 

31 . With respect to claim 30, Thomas et al. teaches the method of claim 12, wherein 
the account is a deposit-only account (Col 10, lines 12-24.) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

32. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

33. Claiml is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Thomas et 
al. in view of Diveley et al. (U.S. 7,165,052.) 

34. With respect to claim 1 , Thomas et al. teaches the limitations using a universal 
identifier. However, Thomas et al. does not directly show the unique identifier. Diveley 
et al. teaches the unique identifier (col. 1 , lines 62-64, col. 3, lines 22-25.) Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Thomas et al. as taught by Diveley and include Diveley's unique 
identifier in Thomas et al. 

35. With respect to claims 7, 10, 18, and 21, Thomas et al. does not disclose the 
limitations using a credit card provider. However, Diveley et al. teaches the credit card 
provider (Col. 1, lines12-20, Col. 2, lines 30-33.) Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Thomas et 
al. as taught by Diveley and include Diveley's credit card provider in Thomas et al. 
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Conclusion 

36. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Thomas et al. (U.S. 6,173,272) teaches the universal identifier; 
Diveley et al. (U.S. 7,1 65,052) teaches the unique identifier and a credit card provider. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HIEP NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571)270- 
521 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 7:30AM- 
5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Calvin L Hewitt can be reached on 5712726709. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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